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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 December 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 03 Claim(s) 1-41 is/are pending in the application. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to an appeal brief filed on December 18 th , 2006. After careful 
consideration of the appeal brief and additional search, prosecution is hereby reopened. 

2. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-43 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection in view of a new found prior art. Although the new found 
prior art has been used and withdrawn as a secondary reference in a prior office action, upon 
reviewing the art, Examiner concluded that the prior are was in fact very relevant and teach or . 
suggest to claimed invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by Shah et 
al (U.S. PG Pub No. 2003/0078893). 
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5. As per claim 35, Shah et al teach a value bearing indicium (VBI) comprising a 2-D 
barcode including relevant information; and a text representation of a digital signature generated 
from a message digest, the message digest generated using a secure hash algorithm to hash the 
relevant information, wherein the 2-D bar code excludes the digital signature (see fig 7, pps 
0043, 0063, 0067-0076), 

6. As per claim 36, 37, Shah et al teach a value bearing indicium wherein the VBI is postage 
for a mail piece; and the relevant information is mailing information including one or more of an 
indicium version number, an algorithm identifier, a certificate serial number, a postage security 
device manufacturer identifier, a postage security device model identifier, a postage security 
device serial number, an ascending register value, a postage amount, a date of mailing, a 
licensing postal code, a software identifier, a descending register value, and a rate category (see 
pp 0072-0076). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 1-34 and 38-41 are allowed. 

Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure, (see form 892). 
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Art Unit: 3621 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FIRMIN BACKER whose telephone number is 571-272-6703. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew J. Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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